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Introduction
• Public participation is a key element of sustainable 

urban planning, supporting inclusive, transparent, 

and community-responsive planning processes 

(Arnstein, 1969; Healey, 1997).

• Contemporary planning theory highlights a shift 

from top-down approaches toward collaborative 

and communicative governance models (Innes & 

Booher, 2004; Fung, 2006).

• Understanding how participation is structured and 

operationalised is essential for improving planning 

outcomes in complex urban contexts (Healey, 1997; 

Innes & Booher, 2004).



Dimension: levels of participation
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Dimension: categories of 
participatory methods

© Marijana Pantić, 2026



Dimension: categories of 
participatory methods
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Dimension: methods network
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Dimension: methods variations
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Dimension: categories in planning phases
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Conclusions
• No single method is universally effective.

• Instead, the strategic combination of methods—aligned with both participation level and planning 

phase—enhances the quality and legitimacy of planning outcomes. 

• Systematisation of participatory methods and their application in particular planning phases provides a 

practical framework for planners and policymakers. 

• A combination of methods throughout the planning processes supports more meaningful citizen 

involvement and more resilient, context-sensitive urban solutions.



Thank you for your attention
This research was supported by the Science Fund of the Republic of Serbia, #7598, 

Improving Participation in Spatial Planning of Mining Areas - MINIPART


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10

